Writing Processes Notes
“Processes” instead of process because the process is not actually linear with distinct steps. It is more recursive with some stages occurring simultaneously.

1. Planning

· Analyze the rhetorical situation, the full context in which a piece of writing occurs.
· Identify your purpose or objective.
· Consider your audience.
· Conduct preliminary investigation and brainstorming.
2. Exploring and researching

· Think about what you already know.
· Develop a working thesis (or hypothesis).
· Use appropriate sources to gather and record information and material.

3. Organizing and designing

· Create an outline.
4. Drafting

· You will almost always have to bounce back between researching and drafting

· Drafting usually is (or should be) getting down and fleshing out your ideas. It is NOT a polished copy.

5. Reviewing

· Look at your draft in a different light and critique it in its entirety.

· Ideally, this task should not be accomplished alone.

6. Revising

· Polish your phrasing and overall structure by reading ALOUD.
7. Editing, formatting, and proofreading

· Editing is looking for correctness in grammar and style.
· Format is making sure that you fit the guidelines for the assignment. Use the RUBRIC.
· Proofreading is checking for any typographical errors, which means reading it AFTER you printed it.
Information taken from:

Lunsford, Andrea A. The St. Martin's Handbook. 5th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martins, 2003. Print.


