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An Outline for Essay Organization

This outline is a guide for organizing your essays. Definitions and examples for certain terms are included on the backside of this sheet. The more completely you fill out this form (e.g. complete sentences) the easier your paper will be to write. Ultimately, this tool is designed to keep your writing on task, unified and organized.
Here’s what you should write out or type as your outline:

Essay prompt: Writing down the question or summary of the topic will keep you organized and on topic.
I. Introduction:

· Opening line: Make it captivating, but keep it relevant.
· Thesis: This should be a one sentence answer to the prompt and a strong opinion.
· Essay map: Your thesis and essay map can be the same sentence. An example is on the back of this sheet.
Transition: Unity and flow are essential. A transition can be as simple as a single word. Transitions usually come at the start of the next paragraph rather than the end of the previous.
II. Supporting Paragraphs

· First supporting paragraph(s)
· Statement or topic sentence:

· Evidence for that statement:

Transition: 

· Second (through however many you have) supporting paragraph

· Statement or topic sentence:
· Evidence for that statement:
Transition:
III. Conclusion

· Reworded thesis: Avoid simply cutting and pasting the same thesis. That’s boring.
· Brief recap of what the paper has covered:

· Closing sentence(s): Usually an application of the lessons covered in the essay.
Essay map: A list of the major points to be covered later in the paper. Make sure that your essay map is accurate and concise. It may be part of or separate from your thesis statement. 

· Example:  In Lord of the Flies, William Golding uses the characters of Simon, Jack and Piggy to represent the forces in the world of religion, despotism, and science. (Note: This example is a combined thesis and essay map. The first paragraph would be about Simon and religion, the second about Jack and despotism, and the third about Piggy and science.)
· Warning: Don’t give a map that you don’t follow. Make sure the points you list are the main topics of your following paragraphs. Keep the order consistent.
Thesis: The main idea or goal of the essay. It is always a statement. Make sure that your thesis directly addresses the essay prompt.

· Example: In To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee shows how childhood innocence can overwhelm socially contrived barriers between individuals or individuals and the rest of society.

· Warning: Make sure that your thesis is well-defended by the evidence in your essay. This is the most important part of your essay.

Transition: A link between two paragraphs to provide the paper with unity and flow. Transitions come in a wide variety. You can repeat important words or restate and reinforce important concepts from the previous paragraph(s).

· Example: (For a link between one paragraph discussing the character of Tom Sawyer to a paragraph discussing Huck Finn) Like Tom Sawyer, Huck Finn also rebelled against the status quo, but Huck’s rebellion was more ideological than practical.
· Warning: Don’t let these get away from you. “First,” “On the other hand,” and “In conclusion” are cliché, but useable.
Disclaimer:

   This outline is intended to be used in conjunction with the “Composition Metaphor: Training the Writing Mind” handout. This outline should not be considered the definitive statement on writing essay. It is merely a tool (one of many), and the definitions given here are not official.
